UNDERSTANDING THE BASICS OF HTML


When you create a new page in FrontPage, the code view that is automatically generated will look something like this.

	<html>
<head>
<meta http-equiv="Content-Type" content="text/html; charset=windows-1252">

[image: image1.emf]

<title>Whatever You Want to Appear on Your Page’s Titlebar</title>

</head>
<body>
This section is what the customer sees.

</body>
</html>



The highlighted code is required.  The tags for these basic elements are paired.  When you want more control over the appearance of a webpage, you will need to know a little about html coding.  Start by memorizing the pattern.
	BEGINNING
	ENDING
	PURPOSE

	<html>
	</html>
	Tells the browser that this is a webpage.

	<head>
	</head>
	Gives information about the page.

	<title>
	</title>
	Puts info into the browser’s titlebar.

	<body>
	</body>
	Contains your content.

	<meta>
	none
	Contains keywords, description, author.


Here are these tags in an outline format.

<html>
<head>

<title>What goes on the titlebar.</title>

<meta>

</head>
<body>
Everything the customer sees. This could go on for hundreds of lines, with many other tags.
</body>
</html>
VIEWING THE CODE

You will put tags (and the accompanying information) inside tags inside tags, like we put tables inside tables inside tables, or folders inside folders.  
Tables, for example, follow the pattern illustrated below.  (Remember that information displayed in a table is contained within a cell.) This table has two rows and two columns.
<table>

<tr>


<td>Information in the first cell in the first row</td>


<td>Information in the second cell in the first row</td>

</tr>

<tr>


<td>Information in the first cell in the second row</td>


<td>Information in the second cell in the second row</td>

</tr>
</table>
FrontPage will take care of most of these tasks for you, but you will still need to understand the “syntax” of html.  There will be times when you will want to tweak the code, particularly if you want to use javascript and styles, or sometimes when you just want to delete a line.

Extra spaces, tabs, and blank lines in the code view will be ignored when the html is interpreted, so you can add these in the code view if they will help you organize your html code.  The tags in the table example above could be all left-aligned or all the code could be run together in one line!
In html, it does not matter if the tags are in caps or lower case.  If it helps you to “see” your commands, put them in caps.

In the Code View, FrontPage can display your tags (and their attributes and values) in colors.

OTHER EXAMPLES
<center>This text will be centered.</center>
When you use the center alignment command, these tags are inserted into your code.  Whatever is between the two tags (text or image) will be centered, either on a line or in a table cell.
<p>
The tag for paragraph is <p>. If you press the Enter key, you break the current line by creating a new paragraph and a blank line.  If you don’t want the blank line, you have to re-do the break and hold down the Shift key as you press Enter.  Sometimes you will need to go to the code view and replace the <p> tag with a <br> tag.
<br>
Your text will automatically wordwrap at the end of a line. If you want to have the text break after a specific word (go to another line) without the blank line inserted by the Enter key command, use the <br> tag. You insert this tag by holding down the Shift key as you press Enter. 
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